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Harold Wortham (1209-1974) was born in Shawnee,
Oklahoma, and graduated from Ball High School in
Galveston in 19285. He served in the European and
Pacific theaters in the U.5. Army from 1243 until his
discharge in 1245. Thereafter, he studied at the Art
Students League in Mew York and in January 1951 began
studies a2t S5an Fernando Academy in Madrid, Spain. where
he studied restoration of paintings.

Wortham accepted a contract with the Spanish
government in 19462 to serve as a staff consultant at
the Institute of Conservation and Restoration in
Madrid. During that year, he was elected, along with
Marc Chagall, Thornton Wilder, and Aldous Huxlev (among
others} a fellow of the International Institute of Arts
and | etters. He was honored for outstanding
cantributien to art in the field of conservatian.

His paintings were displayed in one—-man exhibits at
the Rosenberag Library in 1242 and 1233 and in Madrid.
Spaina.s in 1959 and 1964. His work was slso featured in
aroup exhibits in Washington., D.C., in 19346 and 1951
and at the Americsan embassy in Madrid in 17252,

In April 1976+ kortham was posthumously awarded the
decoration of the Order of Isabel the Catholic bv King
Juan Carlos I for hilis work 1in restaoration of Spanish
art.

Thise collection includes s small amount of papers of
William E. Huntington, who knew Harold Waortham.
Photographs of Wortham, including his restoration
activities, have been transferred to the MName
Photoagraph File. Photagraphs and neqgatives of his
paintingsy and two printer’s plates, have been
transferred to the Museum.
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